
Through Leaders 
Launching Learners, a 
program with the Sal-
vation Army, 30 kids 
were paired with a law 
enforcement officer for 
breakfast at the North 
Branch County Mar-
ket and a back to school 
shopping trip at Shopko. 

This is such a great 
program for families, 
said Bobbi Eckel, coordi-
nator of the Family Path-
ways North Branch Food 
Shelf. When three kids 
didn’t show up by 8:10 
a.m., Eckel called some 
families on the waiting 
list and said one family 
said it was “a call from 
Heaven.”

Departments on hand 
to help shop included: 
Chisago County Sher-
iff ’s Department, North 
Branch Police, Lind-
strom Police, North 
Branch Fire and Lakes 
Region EMS.  

Shane, a 5th grader at 
Sunrise Middle School, 
was paired with Chisago 
County Sheriff ’s Deputy 
Dustin Swenson. 

With a $80 budget, 

Shane and Swenson de-
cided to start off looking 
for back to school cloth-
ing. 

Eckel loves seeing how 
excited the kids are to 
pick out their backpack, 
the cool character fold-
ers or that must-have 
T-shirt. 

Shane’s jackpot buy 
was a skulls sweatshirt. 

“I’ve wanted a sweat-
shirt like this,” Shane said 
as he pulled the medium 
sweatshirt off the rack. 
“I’ve seen my friends 
wearing ones in the fall.” 

Swenson and Shane, 
talking about school and 
life, wandered through 
the boy’s department and 
shoe department to fin-
ish off the rest of the $80 
budget.

Shane said although he 
wants to be a cop, he also 
wants to be an engineer 
and an astronaut. It’s a 
toss up. But one thing 
Shane knows for sure is 
his favorite subject.

“I love science,” Shane 
said. “It’s very mystical - 
there’s a lot of stuff you 

can do in science. And 
the best part is many 
things can be created by 
science.” 

While they waited 
to check out, Swenson, 
possibly trying to sway 
Shane, noticed Shane’s 
curiosity over his work 
belt. He took the time to 
explain all the equipment 
on his belt - handcuffs, 
flashlight, to name a few. 

With the equipment 
belt and bullet-proof 
vest, Swenson said he 
gains about 40 pounds. 

Shane and Swenson’s 
total was $80.70. Shane 
was able to purchase 
three t-shirts, one pair of 
pants, one sweatshirt and 
a pair of Nikes.

Family Pathways put 
on a contest for the offi-
cers, challenging them to 
get as close to $80 as pos-
sible without going over. 
This year, four officers hit 
that target right on the 
nose. 

North Branch Po-
lice Chief Dan Meyer, 
North Branch Police Of-

ficer Tim Olson, North 
Branch Police Officer 
Todd Frank  and Lind-
strom Police Officer Co-
rey Spencer each hit ex-
actly $80 when checking 
out. 

“The enthusiasm of 
the officers is great,” said 
Eckel.  “And kids enjoy 
getting to meet the offi-
cers and realizing they 
are real people, too.”

Maybe, after the morn-
ing with Swenson, Shane 
will put police officer at the 
top of his dream job list. 

SHOP with a COP

Shane and 
Chisago County 
Sheriff’s Deputy 
Dustin Swenson 
shop for back to 
school clothing for 
Shane. Photos by 
Alicia Chapman.

Growing up, a lot of kids think about what it would be like 
to be a police officer. Many kids, like Shane, want to be a 

police officer when they grow up. So, for Shane, a morning 
of shopping with an officer was an exciting adventure. 
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